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checked bag and $35 for the second bag
even though there appears to be no ap-
preciable cost increase for processing
the second bag. That is $60 to check
two bags one-way or $120 round-trip to
check two bags.

My amendment prohibits airlines
from imposing fees that are not reason-
able and proportional to the costs of
the services provided. This common-
sense consumer protection does not
prevent airlines from charging fees; the
amendment simply caps airline fees at
a fair rate to ensure that passengers
are not getting tipped upside down at
the ticket counter.

I am pleased that Senators
BLUMENTHAL and KLOBUCHAR have co-
sponsored my amendment. I offered
this amendment in the Commerce
Committee, and it received a vote of 12
to 12. It is time to break this tie on the
Senate floor.

Further, my amendment enjoys
broad support from several groups, in-
cluding the National Consumers
League, the Consumer Federation of
America, and Travelers United.

Mr. President, I intend to offer my
cyber security amendments as well,
Markey amendment Nos. 3468, 3469, and
3470.

In December, I sent letters to 12 do-
mestic airlines and two airplane manu-
factures requesting information on the
cyber security protections on their air-
craft and computer systems. What I
found was startling. Currently, airlines
are not required to report attempted or
successful cyber attacks to the govern-
ment. Let me say that again. Airlines
are not required to report attempted or
successful cyber attacks to the Federal
Government.

According to the National Air Car-
rier Association, which represents Alle-
giant, Spirit, and Sun Country—some
of the country’s smaller airlines—some
of their carriers experience several
hundred hacking attempts into their
system every single day, but since
there is no requirement to share this
information with the FAA, potentially
valuable cyber security information
may not get to the other airlines, man-
ufacturers, and regulators. My amend-
ments address these concerns by man-
dating that airlines disclose cyber at-
tacks to the FAA, directing the FAA to
establish comprehensive cyber security
standards, and commissioning a study
to evaluate the safety and security
risks associated with Wi-Fi on planes.

My amendments enjoy broad support
from the Association of Flight Attend-
ants, the Federal Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Association, and the Inter-
national Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers.

Mr. President, finally, on drone pri-
vacy, in committee we added a require-
ment that government operators dis-
close where they fly drones, the pur-
pose of the flight, and whether the
drone contains cameras, thermal imag-
ing, or cell phone interceptors. My
amendment would extend those re-
quirements to commercial drone opera-
tors.
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I encourage all Senators to support
my amendments.

I thank the Chair for giving me this
opportunity to address the Chamber.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

AMERICA’S SMALL BUSINESS TAX
RELIEF ACT OF 2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 636, which
the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 636) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend in-
creased expensing limitations, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Thune/Nelson amendment No. 3464, in the
nature of a substitute.

Thune (for Gardner) amendment No. 3460
(to amendment No. 3464), to require the FAA
Administrator to consider the operational
history of a person before authorizing the
person to operate certain unmanned aircraft
systems.

Nelson (for Bennet) amendment No. 3524
(to amendment No. 3464), to improve air
service for families and pregnant women.

Cantwell amendment No. 3490 (to amend-
ment No. 3464), to extend protections against
physical assault to air carrier customer serv-
ice representatives.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this
week the Senate is continuing its con-
sideration of the reauthorization of the
Federal Aviation Administration and
bringing important improvements in
terms of aviation infrastructure and
public safety. I am glad the Senate
voted—notwithstanding the impression
I think people get from the outside
that all we do is bicker and we don’t
actually solve any problems. I am glad
the Senate has worked in a bipartisan
way to move this legislation forward.
We have a lot of heavy lifting left to do
on this legislation this week, and none
of these issues is easy, but it is impor-
tant we do everything we can to dem-
onstrate to the American people that
our interests are their interests in
moving bipartisan solutions forward
for their benefit.

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK

Mr. President, I wish to just take a
moment and point out that this week
is also a very important week because
it is National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week.
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Too often crime victims in our coun-
try aren’t treated with the fairness and
respect they deserve. So often it seems
as though we focus our attention on
those who commit the crime and not
nearly enough on those who are vic-
tims of crime they had no part in insti-
gating but perhaps happen to be in the
wrong place at the wrong time. When
we don’t show the proper respect for
victims of crime, it can lead to distrust
in our communities between law en-
forcement and the public, and it can
make our country a more dangerous
place.

The fact is, our law enforcement pro-
fessionals work best with community
cooperation. Frequently, the commu-
nity can be the eyes and the ears for
law enforcement and help give them in-
formation they need in order to pre-
vent crime from occurring in the first
place or to make a show of force to in
fact deter the commission of a crime.

When I was Texas attorney general, 1
had the privilege of overseeing our
State’s Crime Victims’® Compensation
Fund. This is an idea which said we
ought to take the fines and the pen-
alties from people who commit crimes
and then use those funds to make
grants to the victims of crime and the
people who attempt to help them heal
and recover from the consequences.
Time and time again, I saw that when
we don’t support the victims of crime,
they and their families aren’t the only
ones who suffer. It can also impede law
enforcement efforts when they feel this
disjuncture or disconnection between
the victims and the law enforcement
professionals. So it is important for
many reasons—out of basic fairness
and compassion but also in the inter-
ests of law enforcement, generally, to
make sure we do everything we can to
keep law enforcement and the victims
of crime on the same page and the com-
munities in which they reside.

We need to continually look for ways
to improve our support for crime vic-
tims. One way we can do this is by con-
tinuing assistance to State and local
governments in a variety of ways. We
recently had a hearing on the intersec-
tion of mental illness and law enforce-
ment. Unfortunately, in our society
today—because of the deinstitu-
tionalization of people with mental ill-
ness, with no safety net to take its
place—many people who suffer from
mental illness are residing in our jails,
filling our emergency rooms, or simply
living on our streets. So we need to re-
direct more than just the 1 percent of
funds currently directed by the Federal
Government to State and local law en-
forcement for support and training. We
need to redirect more of that in a tar-
geted fashion to deal with this crisis in
mental illness.

Here is an anecdote. Recently, I had
the chance to meet with some members
of the Major County Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion. The sheriff of Bexar County, TX,
a friend of mine, said: How would you
like to meet the largest mental health
provider in the United States? I said:
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